[Penetrating lung and diaphragmatic injuries with no abnormal finding of chest X-ray: a case report].
A case of penetrating lung and diaphragmatic injuries with no abnormal findings of chest X-ray is reported. A 76-year-old man was admitted to our hospital due to penetrating chest trauma. A simple X-ray film of the chest on admission revealed no abnormal finding. An emergency operation was performed. On exploring the back open wound, we found a laceration of 7 cm in diameter in the right diaphragm and lung laceration. Then we repaired primarily with absorbable material. The postoperative course was uneventful, and the patient was discharged 12 days later. Penetrating truncal traumas can result in diaphragmatic injury. Sometimes the clinical and roentgenographic findings are unreliable. If the diagnosis is missed, a diaphragmatic injury may occur delayed diaphragmatic hernias within hours to years. Accordingly, initial wound exploration are important for the diagnosis of diaphragmatic injury in avoiding serious complications.